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A few decades into the 21st Century, how are we “doing” fieldwork? More specifically, how 

are we generating and mobilizing evidence to address our research questions?  

  

Since GR's last special issue on Doing Fieldwork (2001), much appears to have changed. The 

rise of ‘big data’ and new geospatial and observational technologies has opened up new ways to 

see, engage with, and measure our world. New approaches are also changing how we envision 

this work, with “mixed methods” superseding the old qualitative vs. quantitative distinctions. 

Just what *counts* as fieldwork has become an open question, as we increasingly blend primary 

and secondary data sources. And as more of us co-produce knowledge through crowdsourcing, 

citizen science, and activist research, the line between ‘academic’ and ‘researcher’ is blurring.  

  

And yet...much seems the same. Stalwart fieldwork techniques remain popular, such as 

interviews, focus groups, surveys, and participant observation. These tried-and-true methods are 

particularly attractive for students constrained by structural pressures to self-fund and finish 

quickly. Yet we use these familiar methods in an ever-more fraught theoretical and ethical 

climate, in which the foundations of empirical work are critically challenged as neocolonial and 

extractive. Confidence in “truth claims” is arguably at an all-time low. And while age-old ethical 

questions around fieldwork remain as trenchant as ever, the rise of social media and other data 

capture and sharing technologies raise a host of new ethical questions.   

  

How are you negotiating this dynamic terrain? The purpose of this special issue is to explore 

this question in all its complexity. We invite authors interested in reflecting on their own 

experiences, especially those using creative and synthetic methodological approaches. We 

welcome submissions from geographers across all subfields, and are keen to hear from those 

who are creatively rising to the challenges of integrating “fieldwork” with other methods.  

  

Interested? Please send a 1-page summary of your proposed manuscript (and any questions) to 

Kendra McSweeney (mcsweeney.14@osu.edu) by 1 April 2018. Within a month we will invite a 

selection of authors to submit a full manuscript (5,000-word target, with additional spaces to 

accommodate figures) by 1 November 2018. Submissions will then undergo a standard double-

blind review process. GR is committed to processing manuscripts quickly in order for this 

special issue to appear by early 2020. 
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