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“Life here is interesting; it is not boring, and we are busy”



Introduction

Figure 1: The Huawei building in Kampala; 
Huawei is a Chinese multinational tech 
company that sells consumer electronics as well 
as works on ICT infrastructure programs 
(January 2019). Source: Hsiao



Political and Economic ties between China and Uganda
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Figure 2: Hsiao standing next to CCCC construction signs in Murchison Falls National Park, Uganda (January 2019). 
Source: Hsiao



Political and Economic ties between China and Uganda

Figure 3: Hsiao standing in the courtyard of Luyanzi College, Bweyogerere, decorated with Chinese lanterns. The 
surrounding classrooms are used for Chinese language lessons funded by the Chinese government (June 2018). 
Source: Hsiao





Chinese-Affiliated
Businesses

Figure 5: Traffic on William Street, 
Kampala (2017). Source: Hsiao

Figure 6: Chinese-staffed stores 
along William Street in 
Kampala, Uganda (June 2018). 
Source: Hsiao, taken with 
permission from the subjects.



Figure 7 “Chinese” places identified based on information from 
locals in Kampala, Uganda. Types of places include stores 
(concentrated on William Street), restaurants/hotels, embassy office, 
and “other” spaces such as grocery stores (June 2018) Hover over the 
points for more details.



Figure 8: Hsiao interviewing a Chinese trader on William 
Street. The inventory of the store, mainly bedding and 
handbags, are clearly visible. (June 2018). Source: Hsiao, 
taken with permission from the subjects.

Figure 9: Chinese shoppers and store staff in a shop along William 
Street, Kampala. The main inventory of the shop, brightly colored 
plastic footwear, is clearly visible. (June 2018). Source: Hsiao, taken 
with permission from the subjects.



Tensions around Chinese traders in Kampala and trader experiences



Mitigating Tensions: 
Social Events and Soft Power
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Figure 11: Chinese participants in a boat race line up 
on the beach in Entebbe, Uganda. Each team 
represents a specific provincial association, such as 
the Zhejiang Chinese Association Uganda and the 
Taizhou TECNO team pictured here. (July 2018). 
Source: Hsiao, taken with permission from subjects. 
subjects.



Mitigating Tensions:Social Events and Soft Power

Figure 12: Chinese corporate employees participating in a soccer tournament. Kampala, Uganda (January 2019). Source: 
Hsiao, taken with permission from subjects.



Conclusion

Figure 13: Ugandan drummers in traditional dress next to traditional Chinese Lion Dance costumes and drums. 
Entebbe, Uganda (July 2018). Source: Hsiao, taken with permission from subjects.



Discussion Questions
● What is the scope and form of Chinese investment in Uganda? 

● What are some of the main ways that the Chinese state, government and individuals are 
engaging in the Ugandan economy, and how does this contribute to Chinese soft power? 

● Where are Chinese migrants located in Kampala? Who are they, where are they from, 
and what are their drivers for moving to Uganda? 

● What are the motivations, concerns and everyday experiences of Chinese individuals on 
the ground in Kampala?


